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The Generation Mode and Visual Narrative Construction of AIGC

"Translating" Classical Art

MaolingZhang
Chengdu Vocational University of the Arts, Chengdu, Sichuan

Abstract: With the rapid development of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AIGC) technology, its "translation" of
classical art has become a striking cultural phenomenon. This paper aims to go beyond the simplistic binary narrative of
the "instrument theory" or "threat theory" and delve into the internal mechanism and cultural implications of AIGC's
"translation" of classical art.First, the paper analyzes three core generation modes of AIGC's "translation": the
"filter-style" translation based on style transfer, the "collage-style" translation featuring element decomposition and
reorganization, and the "context-reconstruction-style" translation grounded in text descriptions. Furthermore, the paper
focuses on analyzing how, in this translation process, AIGC constructs a hybrid visual narrative that lies between "retro"
and "cyber" by appropriating, reorganizing, and recontextualizing classical visual elements.On one hand, this narrative
dissolves the "aura" and authority of classical art; on the other hand, it gives rise to a new artistic discourse with
postmodern characteristics—one that is participatory and fluid. This paper argues that AIGC does not simply copy or
destroy classics. Instead, as a powerful "translator," it reshapes the way we understand, receive, and engage with art

history, and its essence constitutes an in-depth dialogue between technological logic and humanistic spirit.

Keywords: AIGC;Classical Art;"Translation";Generation Mode;Visual Narrative
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