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On the Alienation of Labor in Digital Labor
Zhang MeiJua
(Xtang Tan University , XiangTan, HuNan)

Abstract: Modern digital information technologies, such as big data, 5G, and Al, have propelled humanity into the
digital age, where the production and consumption of digital products have become one of the primary modes of human
existence and lifestyle. While "digital labor" is reshaping the global economic structure, it is also exacerbating the issue
of labor alienation. The logic of capital deepens the degree of alienation through the commodification of data,
algorithmic control, and spatiotemporal exploitation, leading to a fourfold alienation of laborers from their labor products,
the labor process, their species-essence, and social relations. Digital platforms appropriate user data without
compensation, algorithms meticulously manage the labor process, and mobile internet blurs the boundaries between work
and life, leaving global platform laborers facing a lack of rights and a crisis of social reproduction. Based on Karl Marx’s
theory of alienation from the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, this study reveals the new characteristics

and roots of alienation in digital labor, providing theoretical support for the emancipation of labor in the digital age.

Keywords: digital labor; labor alienation; algorithmic control
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