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Analysis of Composition and Performance of Modern Chinese Art Songs: A Case
Study of Three Works

Wan meitong!
('Dongguan City University, Dongguan, Guangdong)

Abstract: Under the influence of the new cultural movement in China in the early twentieth century, a group of
outstanding musicians combined the compositional techniques of Western art songs with traditional Chinese music
culture, and modern Chinese art songs came into being. For vocal students, learning to sing modern Chinese art songs is
essential. A good Chinese modern art song is a reflection of the rich emotions and thoughts of the author. In this paper,
we have selected three classical Chinese modern art songs, namely, "Teach me how not to think of him", "I live at the
head of the Yangtze River" and "Three Wishes of the Rose". All three songs express the patriotic spirit in their hearts
through scenes and music. This paper will start from three aspects from the perspective of a singer, firstly, to understand
the historical background and development of Chinese modern art songs, secondly, to analyze the composition of the
three works, and to understand the works in depth in order to better sing them. Finally, we will study the singing aspects
of the three works, especially the art song singing, paying more attention to the interplay of singing skills and emotional
connotation, bringing the voice with emotion, and putting forward some of our own humble opinions in order to better
interpret the songs.

Keywords: art song; composition analysis; performance research; emotion teach me how not to think of him; I live in
Yangtze River; Three Wishes of Rose
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