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A Study on Structural Unemployment and Employment Transition Trends

Among Youth in Sichuan Province, China

Mahai Bu-du-mo?, Huang Li-po’, Lii Ni-se!, Zhong Yan-ting®, Li Yuan!
1 College of Tourism & Urban-Rural Planning, Xichang University, Xichang 615000, Sichuan, China

Abstract: Youth employment quality is closely linked to social stability and sustainable development, making it a critical
component of Sustainable Development Goal 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth). This study focuses on Sichuan
Province, China, and is based on data from the 2022 Sichuan Statistical Yearbook, the 2020 Sichuan Population Census
Yearbook, and the sixth and seventh national population censuses. Using literature review and statistical analysis
methods, the study examines employment scale, structure, and trends among youth aged 14 to 35 from 2010 to 2020. The
findings indicate that, influenced by demographic policies and population shifts, the size of the youth population has
continued to decline while overall employment levels have remained relatively stable. Youth employment is
characterized by higher educational attainment, a concentration in the service sector, and an increase in flexible
employment. However, significant structural unemployment challenges persist, including mismatches between college
graduates and job market demands, high unemployment among low-educated youth, and stark regional disparities in
employment quality. The study recommends deepening the integration of industry and education, improving vocational
training systems, and optimizing regional industrial layouts to align youth employment structures with the goals of
high-quality economic development. By addressing structural youth unemployment, this research contributes policy

insights toward achieving inclusive and sustainable economic growth under SDG 8.

Keywords: Sichuan Province; youth employment; industrial structure; education level; flexible employment.
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