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Dystopian Construction through a Cyberpunk Lens: Technological Fantasy and

Social Reality Representation in Folding Beijing

Guo Tairan!

ISchool of Literature and Arts, Southwest University of Science and Technology, Mianyang, Sichuan 621010,China

Abstract: Folding Beijing, as one of the representative works of Chinese science fiction literature, has attracted
numerous readers with its bold imagination and profound concern for the real world. Its focus on reality both stems from
cyberpunk fiction’s emphasis on human existence and reflects criticism and reflection on techno-utopian fantasies.
Cyberpunk literature often takes social wealth gap caused by the abuse of technology as its narrative core, while Folding
Beijing places this theme within the construction of a foldable urban space. Ultimately, the work inherits cyberpunk’s
exploration of human subjectivity, organically integrating the depiction of real society with deep concern for human
destiny.
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