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From character empathy to box office miracle:
Emotional and audience identification in "Nezha: Demon Boy in the Sea"

Fu Zhaodi'!, Huang Yidan?

! Jiangxi Normal University, Nanchang, Jiangxi 330022,China
2 Lanzhou University of Finance and Economics, Lanzhou, Gansu 730000, China

Abstract:During the Spring Festival at the beginning of 2025, new milestone works of Chinese films suddenly appeared.
The new national style movie "Nezha: Demon Boy in the Sea" broke the ranking of the global animation film box office
list. Behind the tens of billions of box office is the formula for the success of the movie. Types and strong marketing
create high box office explosive power. The core of the story relies on the character construction that makes the audience
empathize. The image of the protagonist "Nezha" has undergone changes in different eras. It has completed the
reconstruction of modernity in "Nezha: Demon Boy in the Sea " and won the cultural recognition of Chinese people at

home and abroad.

Keywords:Nezha;The Demon Boy in the Sea; Identity; Emotional Narration
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