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An Analysis of the Prosperity of Quanzhou Port in the Southern Song Dynasty

from the Perspective of '""Northerners' Migration to the South"

Yang Zhe!, Xiao Yating!

ISchool of Ethnology and History, Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming, Yunnan 10691, China

Abstract:Since the late Northern Song Dynasty, Quanzhou Port had rapidly developed into one of China’s three major
maritime transportation ports. The relocation of the Song court to the south and the large-scale migration of northern
people into Fujian played a crucial role in the development of Quanzhou Port.First, compared with previous dynasties,
the Southern Song government, which had taken refuge in a corner of the Jiangnan region, was more committed to
developing overseas trade. Its various policies and measures to encourage foreign trade continuously promoted the
growth of foreign trade at Quanzhou Port.Furthermore, the large-scale northern migration served as the endogenous
driving force behind the development of overseas trade at Quanzhou Port. After weathering the initial pressure of
population on land, both the agriculture, industry, and commerce in Fujian and the foreign trade development of

Quanzhou Port benefited significantly from the immigrants.

Keywords: Southern Song Dynasty;Quanzhou Port;Overseas Trade;Reasons for Prosperity
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