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Study of Peer Conflict Language Use and Guidance Strategies in 4-5 years Old Children

Yang Xiaolan!, Liu Fei?

! Normal College of Changzhou Institute of Technology, Changzhou,Jiangsu 213000,China
2 Longtan Kindergarten Long'an Branch, Qixia District, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210046,China

Abstract: The language pragmatic ability of children in peer conflicts is closely related to the development of their
language abilities. Children's language pragmatic ability directly affects the extent to which they can successfully resolve
peer conflicts. At the same time, conflicts between children and peers provide a good opportunity for the exercise and
improvement of their language abilities. The study selected 35 4-5 years old children from a middle-class of Y
Kindergarten in C city as the observation objects, and used non participatory observation methods to record the peer
conflict events of the children during autonomous game activities. 60 pieces of peer conflict corpus were selected, and
the internationally recognized children's language analysis system CHILDES was used for coding analysis from four
dimensions: the causes, manifestations, language tendencies, and language actions of children's peer conflicts. Research
has found that resource competition is the main cause of peer conflict in children, and physical conflict is more likely to
trigger nonverbal response behavior in children. Children's self-centered language tendency cannot effectively resolve
peer conflict, and their use of language action strategies to resolve peer conflict is inappropriate. Additionally, teachers
have incomplete understanding and lack effective guidance on peer conflict. Suggestions for the above results can start
with creating a good gaming environment, focusing on language proficiency, and updating parental education concepts to

help children improve their comprehensive language pragmatic ability.

Keywords: Peer conflict; Language pragmatic ability; CHILDES;Language tendency; Speech and action
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