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A Brief Discussion on the Establishment of the Western Regions Protectorate in

the Western Han Dynasty

Li Bibo!
ISchool of History and Society, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumgqi 830017,china

Abstract: Amid the intense rivalry between the Han Dynasty and the Xiongnu, the government of the Western Han
Dynasty established the Western Regions Protectorate in the second year of Shenjue during the reign of Emperor Xuan
(60 BCE) as a military and administrative institution to govern the Western Regions.The establishment of the Western
Regions Protectorate marked that the Xinjiang region was formally incorporated into China's territory and became an
inalienable part of China's territory. After its establishment, the Protector of the Western Regions earnestly performed the
political, military, and economic functions entrusted by the central government, safeguarded the security and stability of
the Western Regions, strengthened political ties with the Western Regions, and promoted the exchange and development
of economy and culture between the Central Plains and the Western Regions.

Keywords: Western Han Dynasty; Western Regions Protectorate; Governance
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