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A Study on the Images of Ghosts and Demons in Zhiguai Tales of the Wei, Jin,

and Southern and Northern Dynasties
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INew Era University College, Kajang, Malaysia

Abstract:This paper aims to comprehensively and deeply explore the characteristics, cultural connotations, and social
impact of ghost and demon images in zhiguai tales from the Wei, Jin, and Southern and Northern Dynasties. This period,
marked by social upheaval, political fragmentation, and cultural convergence, saw zhiguai tales emerge as a significant
literary branch. Through their unique portrayal of ghosts and demons, these tales not only reflect the religious beliefs,
philosophical trends, and aesthetic tastes of the era but also exerted a profound influence on later literature and culture.
By analyzing representative zhiguai works such as *Soushen Ji (In Search of the Supernatural)* and *Shuyi Ji (Records
of the Strange)*, this study reveals how ghost and demon images transcend human norms. Characterized by diverse
forms, peculiar behaviors, rich emotions, and symbolic metaphors, these images profoundly reflect the complexity and
diversity of contemporary society. Simultaneously, they embody rich cultural connotations, showcasing the integration of
religious thoughts like Daoism and Buddhism, mirroring philosophical trends such as Wei-Jin Metaphysics and Buddhist
karma, refracting social psychology concerning life, death, and fate, and demonstrating an aesthetic evolution from terror
to the bizarre and finally to poetic charm. Furthermore, this paper explores the social impact of these ghost and demon
images on later literary creation, the formation of folk beliefs, the shaping of socio-cultural psychology, and innovations
in artistic expression, emphasizing their multi-dimensional value in literature, culture, and even social psychology.
Through an in-depth study of ghost and demon images in the zhiguai tales of this period, this paper provides a new
perspective for understanding the socio-cultural characteristics of the era and their lasting influence.

Key words: Wei, Jin, and Southern and Northern Dynasties; Zhiguai Tales; Ghost and Demon Images; Religious Beliefs;
Philosophical Trends; Aesthetic Taste
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