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Dialogue Across Civilizational Tensions: A Critique of Max Weber’s Religious

Sociological Methodology in The Religion of China: Confucianism and Taoism

Zhao Hanzhang!

' School of Electronic Science and Engineering, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023, China

Abstract: Max Weber’s The Religion of China: Confucianism and Taoism employs a cross-civilizational comparative
paradigm to explore the relationship between Chinese religious ethics and the rationalization of capitalism. This paper
dissects Weber’s dialectical analysis of Confucianism and Taoism, unveiling the internal logic of his "religious
mentality-economic ethics" causal chain and examining its explanatory framework for modernity. Simultaneously, it
critically examines the "Eurocentric" biases inherent in Weber’s interpretation and reflects on the limitations of unilateral
comparative paradigms. By deconstructing the "ideal type" construct, this study reveals pathways to bridge cognitive
gaps between abstract theories and concrete civilizations, offering a philosophical response to transcend civilizational
barriers and achieve equitable dialogue in the era of globalization. While affirming Weber’s insightful dissection of
Chinese social structures and cultural traditions, the research also underscores the historical limitations of his conclusions.
It emphasizes the heuristic value of his problematics, providing theoretical support for comprehending the complex
tensions between Western modernity and Eastern traditions.

Keywords: Max Weber; The Religion of China: Confucianism and Taoism; Cross-Civilizational Comparison; Ideal
Type; Eurocentrism
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