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“Ekayana” Thought in the Lotus Sutra and Interreligious Dialogue:
——The Path of Buddhist Harmonious Integration in Dissolving Religious
Exclusivity

Zhao Hanzhang!
ISchool of Electronic Science and Engineering, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023, China

Abstract: Amidst the intensifying globalization and recurrent cultural conflicts in the contemporary era, the civilizational
antagonisms stemming from religious exclusivity have emerged as a critical concern. Exclusivist tendencies persist in
Abrahamic monotheisms and Hindu caste systems, yet the Lotus Satra’s Ekayana (One Vehicle) doctrine offers a
constructive paradigm to address this challenge. This paper examines how the Lotus Sutra’s theoretical
frameworks—kaiquan xianshi (opening the expedient means to reveal the truth) and huisanguiyi (integrating the three
vehicles into one)—reconfigure interreligious dialogue by: negating claims to absolute truth through the doctrine of
zhtifa shixiang (ultimate reality of all dharmas), dismantling notions of divine election via the principle of foxing
pingdéng (equality of Buddha-nature), and fostering respect for the Other through the practice of Changbuqing xing (the
Venerable Constant Non-Disrespect). Rooted in Siinyatd philosophy, Buddhist harmonious integration transcends
exclusivity by reinterpreting religious pluralism as manifestations of the Dharma Realm (f3ji¢). This perspective not only
creates a dialogic space of hé ér butong (harmonious coexistence amid diversity) but also holds profound implications for
constructing a global community of shared future. By analyzing three dimensions—epistemology, soteriology, and
ethics—this study elucidates the non-exclusivist resilience and transformative potential of Buddhist thought in
interreligious contexts.

Keywords: Lotus Siitra; Ekayana Doctrine; Religious Exclusivity; Buddhist Harmonious Integration
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