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Self-Expression: Genre Innovation and Subjectivity Shift in

Chinese-Language Female-Themed Films

Peng Min'!
ISchool of art, Heilongjiang University, Harbinl 50080, China

Abstract:Since the 21st century, Chinese-language female-themed films have demonstrated renewed vitality: from
marginal narratives in low-budget art films to discourse reconstruction in postmodern contexts, and further to the
construction of female subjectivity in today’s diverse genre innovations. This shift reflects adjustments in both the film
market and societal aesthetics, as well as the evolution of female roles from passive portrayals to active expression. By
examining classic Chinese-language female-themed films since the 21st century, this paper will outline the
developmental trajectory of such films and explore their cultural significance within the contemporary Chinese cinematic
landscape.
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