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On the politicization of the female body in The Spyring

YeLin'
! Guangzhou University, Guangzhou, Guangdong , China

Abstract: "Body writing" enables women to re-enter society through bodily expression, representing both a
transformation and rebellion against textual narrative conventions. In her novel *Lust, Caution*, Eileen Chang employs
female bodies as narrative focal points, intertwining personal physical experiences with political discipline and gender
power dynamics. Wang Jiazhi, the team's most strikingly beautiful member, sees her body transformed into a vessel for
political maneuvering under collective conditioning. This reveals the existential dilemmas of women in specific historical
contexts, exposing the vulnerability and tragedy inherent in bodily resistance as a battleground. It highlights Eileen
Chang's profound inquiry into individual physical experiences and power relations within grand narratives. Yet Wang
Jiazhi's emotional instinctual expressions demonstrate defiance against power structures, offering fresh perspectives for
interpreting bodily writing in 20th-century Chinese literature.
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