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Investigation Study on the Empowerment of Higher English Education by

Artificial Intelligence in China in the Past Decade

Chenghang He!, Lanzhen Cai'

" College of Foreign Languages and Literature, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, China

Abstract: This study investigated the research progress of artificial intelligence technology empowering higher English
education in China from 2015 to 2025. Based on 81 literatures from 16 domestic CSSCI journals, through bibliometric
and content analysis methods, it revealed the trend changes, topic distribution and methodological characteristics of
research in this field. The research findings show that the overall research trend is upward, but the average annual
number of published papers is only 8.1, indicating that the field is still an emerging direction. The research topics are
concentrated on the “practice of curriculum teaching” and “the direction of discipline construction”, while insufficient
attention is paid to key areas such as “teachers’ professional development”, “talent cultivation paths”, and “innovation of
teaching media”. There is a structural imbalance between the dominance of speculative research and the weakness of
empirical research in the research methods, and the conclusions of empirical research lack multi-source verification. The
research suggests promoting the ecological integration of artificial intelligence and English education through paths such
as building a professional research team, deepening the theoretical construction of core themes, and strengthening the
application of mixed research methods, providing theoretical support for the development of higher English education

and the innovation of talent cultivation models.
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