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Research on Anti-Discrimination Struggles of Overseas Chinese in the Late 19th

and Early 20th Centuries

Wu Miaoxuan'

I'College of Libral Arts, Jinan University ,Guangzhou, China

Abstract:On May 6, 1882, Congress of the United States formally passed“An act to execute certain treaty stipulations
relating to Chinese”, which also known as “the Chinese exclusion act of 1882”. Along with it, the hostility of American
mainstream society towards Chinese immigrants expanded rapidly, and then triggered a wave of Chinese exclusion,
leading local Chinese subjected to gross racism and discrimination. Faced with endless discriminatory regulations and
violent incidents which intend to expel Chinese from the country, some people chose to leave the United States, while
others kept staying. In order to defend their legitimate rights and interests, these immigrants have derived a series of
countermeasures such as seeking help from the Chinese government, naturalizing through the "Paper son" system,
resorting to judicial proceedings etc., which somehow changed America’stereotype of Chinese community and

contributed to loosening the restriction of Chinese migration policy.

Keywords: America; the Exclusion Era; Overseas Chinese; discrimination and protest
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