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The Deep Integration Challenge of Incorporating Traditional Intangible Cultural

Heritage Elements into Gameplay

Zhong Tingyu',Zhou Chenxi!
I School of art, Heilongjiang University, Harbinl50080, China

Abstract: With the vigorous development of China's game industry and the nation's increasing emphasis on intangible
cultural heritage, domestic games have skillfully integrated traditional intangible cultural heritage (ICH) with modern
game design. This allows players to appreciate the essence of Chinese culture while enjoying the fun of games. However,
numerous problems have surfaced during this integration process, becoming key obstacles hindering the effective fusion
and development of ICH elements within games. Taking the domestic game Nishan Shaman as a case study and
employing research methods such as case analysis and literature review, this paper examines the challenges faced when
integrating traditional ICH elements into game design. Through analyzing this game, it reveals issues in areas such as the
depth of cultural element utilization, adaptation to gameplay innovation, balancing player experience, and reconciling
cultural preservation with commercial viability. Consequently, it proposes targeted solutions—refining cultural essence,
achieving deep integration through gameplay innovation, optimizing player experience design, and building sustainable
cultural-commercial balance models. These strategies aim to provide a theoretical foundation and practical reference for
the effective fusion of ICH and the game industry, thereby promoting the innovative inheritance and development of
intangible cultural heritage in the digital era.

Keywords: Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH); Gameplay; Nishan Shaman



