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The beginnings and intentions of nuclear power generation in Japan in the 1950s

Cao Xiaomin', Yang Hua!'

ICollege of History and Culture, Shandong Normal University, Ji’ nan, China

Abstract: In the early 1950s, nuclear power generation was launched in Japan, and in the mid-1950s, the first wave of
research and development on nuclear power generation was set off in Japan. At that time, Japan’s intention to actively
promote nuclear power generation was mainly two points: First, economically, Japan would respond positively to
Britain’s export of nuclear power generation technology as an important breakthrough in the promotion of
Anglo-Japanese trade, and urged Britain to abolish the provisions of Article 35 of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT), which had been invoked on Japan, so as to reverse its unfavorable situation in international trade.
Secondly, politically and militarily, the right-wing forces in Japan are attempting to produce high-quality “plutonium”
through the introduction of Calder hall-type reactors from the United Kingdom in order to manufacture military nuclear

weapons.

Keywords: 1950s; Japan; nuclear power generation; beginnings; intentions
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