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On the Establishment and Influence of British Indirect Rule on the Gold Coast

Yang hua!

ISchool of History and Culture, Shandong Normal University, Jinan250358, China

Abstract: At the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, Britain decided to manage the Gold
Coast through Indirect Rule, which was necessary for Britain to maintain colonial rule and reduce expenses, as well as
the result of the Gold Coast’ s own conditions allowing it. Indirect Rule allowed Britain to better control the Gold Coast
with minimal human, material, and financial resources, but its positive impact did not last forever. Its negative
consequences continued to amplify, leading to a division of power within the Gold Coast. Many monopolistic companies
also took advantage of the situation to control the economic affairs of the Gold Coast, triggering colonial protests and
prompting Britain to replace it with new management methods.

Keywords: UK; Gold Coast; Indirect Rule
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