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LLM-based Chinese-German E-Commerce Translation
A Study in The Feasibility and Translational Quality in The Perspective of

Functionalist Translation Theory

Pang Lin', Qi Xin"

! Northeastern University, Shenyang, China

Abstract: Based on the Functionalist Translation Theory, this article studies texts regarding Chinese-German
Cross-border E-Commerce and conducts translational experiment to determine the feasibility of integrating large
language models (LLM) into the translational workflow. Through the experiment, it is found that the LLM’s can adhere
to the given prompt, comprehend the source text. While generating the target text, they are also capable of filtering out
redundant information, handling cross-cultural occasions, and preserve the intended textual function. However, its
instability in quality such as potential existence of misinterpretation or left-out require human translators’ active
participation in the translation process. The conclusion of this article is that although LLM’s can shoulder the translation
partially, human interpreters are still required to steer the process. It is also concluded that the Al Literacy of translators
should be cultivated to promote their ability to manipulate LLM’s and boost the integration of LLM’s into the

translational workflow.

Keywords: Large Language Model; Cross-border E-commerce; Functionalist Translation Theory
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