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The Music of Silence: On the Musicality of Chen Dongdong’s Poetry

Chen Zixuan'
ISchool of Chinese Language and Literature, Yunnan University, Kunming, 650000, China

Abstract: This paper takes the musicality of Chen Dongdong's poetry as its core research focus, systematically exploring
the mechanisms of integration between language and music in his creative work. Approaching the topic from the dual
dimensions of the poet and the reader, the thesis constructs an analytical framework combining close reading of texts and
music theory. The first part concentrates on the poet's construction of "visual musicality," while the second part shifts
perspective to reveal the dual role of the reader within the realm of poetic musicality—that of both listener and performer.
Cacophonous lexical strategies and fragmented syntax compel the reader to participate in rhythmic reconstruction, while

silent blank spaces become spaces for semantic resonance, elevating musicality into a dynamic, unfinished artistic life.

Keywords: Chen Dongdong; poetic musicality; lineation
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