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On the Penalty Application for Minor Cybercrimes

Bixuan Guo!

! Shanghai University of Political Science and Law,Shang Hai,China

Abstract:The governance of misdemeanor offenses constitutes an essential requirement under the principle of modesty
and restraint in criminal law. As a representative form of misdemeanor offenses in contemporary penal systems,
cybercrime manifests several problematic aspects in penalty application under current misdemeanor governance
frameworks: a discernible trend towards excessive sentencing severity; over-reliance on formalistic criteria in case
adjudication; and predominant application of short-term custodial sanctions. Particularly in cybercrime adjudication,
these issues have engendered significant consequences, including the increasingly prominent drawbacks of widespread
short-term incarceration and the substantial burden imposed on criminal justice systems by caseload proliferation. To
address these challenges, the criminal justice system should implement the following reforms: First, adopt case-specific
judicial determinations to optimize the functional utility of misdemeanor governance. Second, enhance probation
utilization rates to mitigate the detrimental effects of incarceration. Third, establish standardized criteria for fine
quantification to alleviate judicial workload pressures. Furthermore, it necessitates a paradigm shift from retributive
penal ideologies, requiring systematic reduction of negative factors and amplification of positive elements in
misdemeanor treatment. Through these measures, the criminal policy objectives can be effectively actualized, facilitating
the transformation from mere offense adjudication to comprehensive governance. This integrated approach will enable

effective prevention of misdemeanor offenses while promoting social stability and harmonious development.

Keywords:Governance of Misdemeanor Offenses;Cybercrime;Application of Criminal Penalties
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