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The Miracle of Matter and Humans in the Context of New Materialism: A Case

Study of Kim Bo-young’s Fiction On the Origin of Species

Su Chaohui', Shao Wei"

! Guangzhou University, Guangzhou, China

Abstract: In the novel On the Origin of Species, the Korean science fiction writer Kim Bo-young soberly but poetically
narratives about the robot society, the role of robots in the environment, and the communication between human beings
and robots. She explains the vibrant power of matter and the "miracle" of the coexistence of matters and human beings on
an equal footing. From the perspective of the new materialism theory, this paper explores the "pure materiality"
emphasized in the work, as well as the "agency" of material itself, especially the inorganic substance, and the
"intra-action" between matters and humans. This analysis enables a more accurate understanding of Kim Bo-young's
affirmation and emphasis on the "vitality" of matter and her poetic reshaping of the relationship between matters and
human beings. It also provides an important reference for the recognition of the vitality of matter and the reflection on

anthropocentrism.

Keywords: New Materialism; On the Origin of Species; Kim Bo-young; Object and Human; Miracle
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