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The Moral Status of Non-Human Animals: A Re-examination of Rights, Interests,

and Human Responsibilities
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Abstract: We adopt an active ethical framework that rearranges non-human animal rights and human responsibilities by
linking the principle of active cognition to Jakob von Uexkiill's Umwelt theory, which is based on Merleau-Pontian
phenomenology, where traditional rights-based models often impose static ethical categories, while our approach is to
dynamically shape ethics from the interactive meaning-shaping between species. In which the human-animal relationship
is presented as a co-formative process, a framework that formalizes the species-specific perceptual world (Umwelten) as
a topological manifold that captures sensory, affordance, and behavioral aspects instead of agent-centered representations,
moral obligations derive from measurable Umwelt overlaps, which quantifies the potential for meaningful coordination
between species, and regulatory systems that are redesigned to place the Umwelt integrity score above traditional welfare
measures. Moreover, we treat the ethical relationship between humans and animals as a coupled dynamic system, and the
anthropocentric bias is positively counteracted by the coupling dynamics between species, and the novelty here lies in the
ontological inversion: instead of expanding the derivative rights of man, we base ethics on the irreducible subjectivity of
the animal environment, and it is confirmed by ecological phenomenology and stress response physiology, and the
practical application includes precision animal husbandry with adaptive habitat controllers, Capable of minimizing
Umwelt disharmony in real time, this framework promotes ethics between species by embedding ethical considerations

into coexisting life experiences, providing a scalable paradigm for policy, agriculture, and conservation.
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