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Nezha Makes Havoc in the Sea: Cultural Translation from Mythological

Archetype to Digital Avatar

Zhang Rui!, Du Zhixue?

!Chengdu Vocational University of Art,Chengdu, China

Abstract:Times NewThis paper takes the phenomenal animated film Nezha: The Devil Child Makes Havoc in the Sea as
the research object, using Gilles Deleuze's theory of "deterritorialization-reterritorialization" as the core framework, and
integrating semiology and digital media studies to conduct an interdisciplinary analysis of the film's symbolic production
mechanism. It explores the deterritorialization mechanisms and cultural practices of symbolic elements such as
characters, scenes, and props in the film. The study finds that the film constructs a dialogue field between traditional IP
and contemporary culture through three pathways: "psychological deterritorialization of mythological archetypes,"
"memory reconstruction via digital media," and "symbolic games in intergenerational communication." This
deterritorialization practice not only realizes the transformation of mythological symbols from "collective
unconsciousness" to "individual emotional resonance" but also reconstructs the cultural system (ideographic system) of
animated films amid technological iteration and intergenerational conflicts, providing an innovative paradigm of
"archetype activation-media empowerment-intergenerational negotiation" for the modern transmission of Chinese

traditional culture.

Keywords:The Nezha Makes Havoc in the Sea; symbolic deterritorialization; animated film; Deleuze; cultural

translation
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