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Research hotspots and trends in the development of the sports industry:

visualization analysis based on CiteSpace

Ye Hang!, Yu Zhiyou!, Tang Hui!, Yu Wenlu""
1610106, Chengdu University, Chengdu, Sichuan, China

Abstract: Summarize the research status, hotspots, and trends of the development of China's sports industry, providing
reference and guidance for the subsequent development of the sports industry. Using the China National Knowledge
Infrastructure (CNKI) database from July 14, 2015 to March 7, 2025, 297 core literature related to the field of sports
industry research were used as data for visualization analysis using CiteSpace software. The study found that the overall
number of core literature publications in this field is on the rise, and the core author group has not yet formed. Inter
institutional cooperation is relatively scattered, and research hotspots are concentrated on digital economy,
implementation path, sports consumption, national fitness, system construction, etc. The evolution of research trends can
be divided into exploratory research stage, initial development stage, and rapid development stage. Each research
institution should enhance communication and cooperation with each other, and jointly build a community of institutions
researching sports industry related fields; Deepen the cultivation of core authors and enhance the popularity of research
on the sports industry; Explore new research content and methods to broaden the development path of the sports industry;
Guided by digital transformation, with big data as the core driving force, we will promote technological innovation in the
sports industry, accelerate the deep integration of policies and practices, and comprehensively achieve the innovation,

upgrading, and structural optimization of China's sports.

Keywords: sport industry; development; present situation; hotspot; trend, CiteSpace
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