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Shaping "Us'": An Analysis of the Construction of National Identity in the Titles
of WeChat Official Account Posts of People's Daily

Bai Yang
College of Media, Yunnan Normal University

Abstract: National identity is a crucial aspect of national construction, and discourse can serve as a medium and method
for shaping national identity. By analyzing the titles of WeChat public account posts from People's Daily from 2021 to
2023 that involve the word "we", it can be found that "we" is a key discourse in the mainstream media's news reports for
shaping national identity, playing a unique and significant role. Discourse is a constructive force. As the organ of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, People's Daily, through the titles and contents of its WeChat public
account posts, creates a sense of "community" for readers in the process of constructing "we", ultimately achieving the
possibility of national presence and the shaping of national identity.

Keywords: People's Daily; We; Discourse; National Identity; Community
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