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A Study of Mei Zengliang's Prose through the Lens of Qing Dynasty Anthologies

Chen Honghong!

! Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, China

Abstract: Mei Zengliang, a renowned essayist of the Tongcheng School, assumed the position of Secretary in the
Ministry of Revenue through financial contribution during the 12th year of the Daoguang reign (1832), thereafter
residing in the capital for two decades while devoting himself to literary composition and mentoring emerging scholars.
As a pivotal figure in the transmission of the Tongcheng School during the Jiaqing-Daoguang period, his intellectual
influence remains noteworthy. This study employs anthology selections - literary texts imbued with contemporary
attributes - as an investigative lens to reconstruct historical contexts. The examination of Mei's prose through
anthological perspectives reveals both intentional accentuations and omissions, with marked discrepancies emerging
between compilations produced by Tongcheng adherents and non-affiliated editors. Investigating these editorial
divergences proves essential for reconstructing the historical reception of Mei's works and deepening our understanding

of prose evolution during the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Anthologies of the Qing Dynasty; Prose Works of Mei Zengliang; Tongcheng School ; Reception Studies
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