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Content, Form, and Identity: Chinese Author Documentaries in Liminality

Li Zhongye'
ISchool of Communication, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, Fujian 350117, China

Abstract: Since the emergence of Chinese author documentaries in the late 1980s, they have remained in a state of
"liminality" in terms of content, form, and identity. By focusing on liminal spaces and individuals within these
transitional zones, Chinese author documentaries employ hybrid, unclassified, and liminal expressive forms that
gradually assert the films' subjectivity while offering audiences unrestricted interpretative possibilities. The liminal
identity of both the documentaries and their creators not only expands the films' content and formal boundaries but also
enriches their interactions with subjects and viewers. This complex, multifaceted liminal identity becomes a condition
and opportunity for filmmakers to engage with the public, pursue self-reflection, and facilitate social connection through
their work. The obscured status of these films and their creators compels them to seek dissemination within marginalized
liminal spaces, yet this very marginalization strips away the unilateral norms and privileges inherent in traditional

viewing contexts, partially realizing "communicative rationality" in the process.

Keywords: Author documentary; Liminality; Content; Form; Interaction
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