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Investigation into the Professional Identity of Rural Teachers in Yunnan

Province: Analysis of 1908 Survey Responses

Shanfu Zhang !, Jiangli Dai?
' School of Foreign Language of Yuxi Normal University, Yuxi 653100, China
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Abstract: The phenomenon of professional identity crisis among rural teachers has become increasingly prevalent. Many
educators in rural areas persistently grapple with value conflicts in seeking professional meaning, giving rise to a series
of practical challenges in educational practice. This situation significantly hinders the high-quality development of rural
education, consequently constraining the achievement of equitable quality education between urban and rural areas, and
further limiting rural students' access to quality educational opportunities as desired by farming communities. In Yunnan
Province, the professional identity crisis manifests notable prevalence, with overall identity levels remaining at a
"moderate" rather than "high" recognition status. Distinct group variations are observed across gender, ethnicity, years of
teaching experience, and marital status. Additionally, rural teachers demonstrate substantial potential risks of
occupational mobility or attrition.

Key words: Rural teacher; Professional identity; Investigation
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