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Formal Beauty and Value Beauty: Discourse Transformation of
Wu Guanzhong's Aesthetic Formalism for Ideological and
Political Courses
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1. School of Art and Media, Sugian University, Sugian, Jiangsu, 223800

Abstract: Wu Guanzhong's proposition of formal beauty not only broke through the dogmatic aesthetic notion that "content
determines form," but also embodied a deeper aesthetic logic unifying formal autonomy with the presence of value.
Proceeding from the theoretical connotations of Wu Guanzhong's aesthetic formalism, this paper analyzes how formal beauty
transitions into value beauty within aesthetic experience, and further explores discourse transformation pathways for
integrating it into ideological and political course instruction. The study argues that Wu Guanzhong's creative principle of
"the kite string never breaks" grounds formal beauty in the spirit of national culture, while the subjective consciousness, lived
experience, and patriotic sentiment embedded in his formal explorations constitute an intrinsic channel for the transformation
from formal beauty to value beauty. Ideological and political courses should move from phenomenological description of
aesthetic experience toward meaning construction of value identification, employing strategies such as contextual scenario
creation, comparative dialogue, and embodied participation to convert the aesthetic resources in Wu Guanzhong's formalism
into educational forces that cultivate aesthetic literacy, strengthen cultural confidence, and nourish patriotic sentiment. This
transformation serves both as a practical response to the educational philosophy of "educating through beauty and refining
through beauty" and as an active expansion of discourse innovation pathways in ideological and political courses.
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