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Abstract: Basic contradictions in society are a fundamental driving force of social development. At a given historical stage,
the principal contradiction is their concrete manifestation and shapes resource allocation, policy priorities, and the focus of
governance. Rural water supply, as a basic service closely related to people's wellbeing, has evolved in response to changes in
the principal contradiction facing Chinese society. Drawing on Marxist theory of contradiction and its adaptation to the Chinese
context and the needs of the times, this paper reviews the evolution of the principal contradiction since the founding of the
People's Republic of China and examines its implications for the objectives, construction priorities, and governance of rural
water supply. It shows that the development of rural water supply has consistently been aligned with efforts to address the
principal contradiction and serve the central tasks of the Party and the state. Building on the achievements of the 14th Five-
Year Plan period and the requirements for the 15th Five-Year Plan period, the paper proposes policy directions for better
meeting people's growing demand for improved water services and advancing high-quality rural water supply development,

thereby providing a reference for planning during the 15th Five-Year Plan period.
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