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Utensils for the People to Benefit the World, Practicality as the
Core: A Study on the Creation Philosophy of Porcelain Recorded
in Yanshan Miscellany by Sun Tingquan

Yunpeng Ren'*, Xiaoting Luo!, Hangi Gong'
1. School of Art & Design, Shandong University of Technology, Shandong ZiBo 255000, China

Abstract: As a rare and representative extant document on folk ceramic creation thoughts of the Qing Dynasty, the Porcelain
chapter of Sun Tingquan’s Yanshan Miscellany differs from traditional craft classics that focus on official ritual norms,
hierarchical systems, and pure technical records. Based on the regional industrial characteristics of Yanshen Town, which
supplemented agriculture with handicraft industry, Sun examined local porcelain-making practices from the pragmatic
perspective of statecraft learning. He proposed the creation value principle that “Objects are neither good nor evil, yet precious
if conforming to the times; wares are neither carved nor plain, yet appropriate if suitable for practical use” and argued that
“Excessively exquisite artifacts bring heavy burdens to people’s livelihood”. Transforming the core value of artifact creation
from ritual symbolism and ornamental appreciation to rural livelihood and daily utility, he elaborated a distinctive folk kiln
creation ideology that differs from that of court official kilns and literati elegant porcelains. This document reflects the rural
craft philosophy of adapting techniques to local materials and saving materials and labor in daily utensil production. Combined
with the current development of the ceramic industry, this paper explores the reference value of the text for the inheritance of
rural crafts, the innovation of daily-use artifacts, and the modern activation of traditional creation culture.
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