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Study on the Aesthetic Intertextuality between Guanzhong Wu's
"Unbroken Kite String'" Concept and the Living Inheritance of
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Abstract:The living inheritance of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) is currently confronted with a binary tension between
“upholding tradition” and “making innovations.” Although the traditional static conservation paradigm has gradually shifted
toward resource transformation, it still lacks systematic support from a deeper aesthetic theory. This study aims to examine,
from the perspective of aesthetic intertextuality, the intrinsic aesthetic connections between Wu Guanzhong’s concept of the
“unbroken kite string” and the living inheritance of ICH in Suqian, and to explore possibilities for optimizing the pathways of
living ICH transmission. The research adopts a combined approach of cross-disciplinary textual dialogue and empirical case
analysis, constructing an intertextual logical framework from three dimensions-rootedness, innovation, and public
engagement—and analyzes specific ICH practices including Shuyang paper-cutting, Siyang Yundu peach-stone carving, and
Sugian pyrography. The results show that Wu’s metaphor of the “string” forms a rooted intertextuality with the “upholding of
tradition” in ICH; the “soaring of the kite” constitutes a dynamic intertextuality with “innovation” in ICH; and the orientation
toward “popular character” achieves a public intertextuality with the “integration” of ICH into everyday life. This progressive

logic of “upholding tradition—making innovations—achieving integration” not only provides a systematic solution to the
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binary tensions inherent in ICH transmission, but also catalyzes the substantive transformation of ICH from static heritage
into dynamic aesthetic resources. Grassroots practices in Suqian further verify the explanatory power and applied value of
this intertextual logic. The study concludes that there exists a profound aesthetic intertextual relationship between Wu
Guanzhong’s “unbroken kite string” concept and the living inheritance of ICH, and that this dynamic logic of transmission
offers a viable aesthetic paradigm for resolving the predicaments facing ICH inheritance.
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