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Abstract: Mu Hualin has devoted many years to the study of Northern Dynasties literature. His A Chronological Collation
and Annotation of Wen Zisheng's Collection, which takes the poetry and prose of Wen Zisheng as its subject of compilation,
is distinguished by several prominent features. First, the work demonstrates extensive scope in textual collection, prudent
selection of base texts, and abundant reference to various editions, thereby achieving a systematic compilation of Wen
Zisheng's extant poetry and prose. Second, the chronological arrangement of works is grounded in authoritative chronological
biographies while incorporating diverse research findings, with meticulous textual research on problematic pieces, thus
resolving deficiencies in dating. Third, following the annotation conventions of the Han and Tang dynasties, the work
integrates collation and annotation, featuring precise textual criticism and detailed exegesis, thereby upholding the norms of
documentary compilation while demonstrating scholarly innovation. Fourth, the appendices include biographies, lost
fragments, chronological biographies, and research materials, constructing a comprehensive documentary system for Wen

Zisheng studies. Overall, the Collation embodies the author's scholarly accumulation through three years of dedicated labor
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and multiple revisions, providing reliable texts for research on Wen Zisheng and Northern Dynasties literature, and offering a
paradigmatic model for the collation of similar documentary materials.
Keywords: Zisheng Wen; Poetry and prose collection; Chronological arrangement of poetry and prose; Collation and

annotation of poetry and prose; Compilation of research materials
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