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Symbol of Endeavor: Reconstruction of Laborer Images in
Sculptures of Southwest China after the Founding of the People's
Republic of China

Xun Xiel”
1. School of Public Art, Sichuan Fine Arts Institute, ChongQing, 400053, China

Abstract: Drawing on archival research and visual analysis, this article examines the outcomes of sculpture education at the
Southwest Fine Arts College in the early years of the People’s Republic of China, situating these practices within the
formation of socialist cultural policy and the construction of a people-oriented literary and artistic paradigm. It argues that
sculptural production within the sculpture department during this period underwent a discernible thematic reorientation
toward representations of labourers. Through close examination of individual sculptors and their works, the study reveals that
both pedagogical approaches and creative practices were shaped by a dynamic interaction between the regional specificity of
labourer imagery in Southwest China and the broader framework of socialist political discourse. A sustained analysis of
visual structure, stylistic strategies, and cultural meanings in these sculptural works demonstrates that representations of
labourers in post-1949 Southwest Chinese sculpture not only exhibit significant artistic merit but also articulate key
ideological concerns central to cultural construction in the early socialist period.
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Fig. 1 Worker Figure Sculpture
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Fig. 2 Naturalistic Figure Sculpture
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Fig. 3 Ethnic Figure Sculpture
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