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Abstract: Driven by the dual forces of the New Liberal Arts initiative and industry-education integration policies, the pivotal
question has emerged: how can curriculum reform effectively facilitate the fusion and innovation of traditional culture and
modern design knowledge? This study aims to investigate how diverse actors, including product design faculty, corporate
mentors, and students, collaborate effectively to establish a new knowledge production and dissemination mechanism for the
course Traditional Culture and Daily Product Design. Employing an embedded single-case study approach, this research
focuses on the curriculum reform of the same course at the Department of Arts and Crafts, School of Art, Beijing Union
University. Through semi-structured interviews, participatory observation, and physical material collection, and based on the
framework of the community of practice theory, a thematic analysis is conducted. The findings reveal that the formation of a
new knowledge mechanism is a dynamic process of social negotiation and co-creation. Specifically, it manifests as follows:
through continuous interaction between cultural connotations and design objectives, a focus on solving real problems is
negotiated and constructed; the roles of faculty and corporate mentors are redefined as complementary coaching partners;

students undergo an identity transformation from the periphery to the center through intense interaction, facilitating knowledge

248



H2E R 2 S AR A ERE

flow. The conclusions of this study deepen the application of the community of practice theory in the context of industry-
education integration in higher education and provide practical insights for promoting deeply collaborative curriculum
development and instructional design.

Keywords: New Liberal Arts; Integration of Industry and Education Traditional Culture; Daily-use Products; Community of
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Fig. 1 Extraction of Design Elements for Six Grand Banquets in Shisanling Town
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Fig. 2 Design of Tableware for Six Grand Banquets in Shisanling Town
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