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A Preliminary Analysis of Teaching Reform in Local Universities
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Study of the Undergraduate Program in Human Geography and
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Abstract: Amidst the overarching context of global geopolitical turbulence, demographic aging, sluggish economic growth,
and the accelerated advancement of artificial intelligence technologies, the cultivation of market-responsive talents has
emerged as a pressing imperative for institutions of higher education. This study takes the undergraduate program in Human
Geography and Urban-Rural Planning as a representative case to examine its developmental context, prevailing challenges,
and corresponding strategic responses. It proposes targeted reforms in three key dimensions: refining program orientation and
educational objectives, strengthening the curriculum system aligned with territorial spatial planning imperatives, and
enhancing students’ practical competencies. The overarching goal is to foster high-caliber, application-oriented professionals
equipped to adapt to the evolving demands of socio-economic development.
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Table 1 Talent cultivation orientation and core courses of human geography and urban-rural planning programs in

selected universities
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